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Indian authorities deployed emergency per-
sonnel from the Air Force, Navy and national 
disaster response force to help firefighters, police 
and local hospitals cope with the injured and lo-
cate survivors after the blaze at the Puttingal tem-
ple in the village of Paravoor, southern India.

Emergency rescuers are sifting through the 
wreckage of a Hindu temple in Kerala after a 
huge fire caused by a fireworks display tore 
through the complex and killed more than 100 
people.

Local officials said 106 people, many of whom 
had been trapped inside the temple, had died, 
and more than 380 had been injured.

Police said that the fire, which began at around 
3.30am local time during a Hindu new year fes-
tival, began after a stray firework fell onto a py-
rotechnic storeroom, causing a series of explo-
sions.

Chaos subsequently erupted among the ap-
proximately 6,000 people who had gathered for 
the celebrations.

“It came like a storm, throwing everyone to 
the ground,” Anish Kumar, who had gone with 
his friends to see the display.

“There were bodies all over the place and the 
injured were writhing in pain. I was horrified to 
see hundreds of men and women on the ground 
lifeless.” One of his own friends was among the 
dead, he said.

Fires and stampedes are not uncommon at 
temples and during religious occasions in India, 
often because of poor security arrangements and 
lax safety standards.

On Sunday a judicial enquiry was opened 
into the Paravoor disaster, with forensic experts 
on the ground and police investigating why the 
festival’s organisers had conducted a pyrotechnic 
display for which they had not been granted per-
mission.

Fireworks are banned in the district of Kol-
lam. A Shainamol, a senior official, told jour-
nalists permission had been denied over fears 

that competing groups would try to outdo one 
another. “They were clearly told that no permis-
sion would be given for any kind of fireworks,” 
Shainamol said.

“There was no permission to even store the 
fireworks,” said Kerala’s chief minister Oommen 
Chandy.

Visiting a hospital where many of the injured 
- many of whom were suffering more than 50 per 
cent burns - were taken, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said the accident was heart-rending 
and shocking be-
yond words.
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“The incident is so grave that it is very 
difficult to describe in words. People who 
were 200 metres away were also hurt,” he 
said. “And right now the doctor was tell-
ing me that some of the blasts were such 
that some peoples’ bodies were blown 
apart.”

Police said that the presence of dyna-
mite sticks in the storeroom may have ex-
plained the speed with which the fire had 
spread. Krishna Das, a resident of Para-
voor, said he had started to walk away 
from the temple as the fireworks display 
was about to end when he heard a deafen-
ing explosion followed by a series of other 
blasts. “I had been in the temple just a few 
minutes before watching the fireworks,” 
Das said. He said he had seen scores of 
people running away from fires and fall-
ing chunks of concrete and plaster from 
the temple building.

As the first explosion was heard, pow-

er to the complex was cut, he said. “It was 
complete chaos. People were screaming 
in the dark. Ambulance sirens went off, 
and in the darkness no one knew how to 
find their way out.”

Jayashree Harikrishnan, a local resi-
dent, said successive blasts had sent 
“huge pieces of concrete flying through 
the air. “Chunks landed in our yard,” she 
said. 

By Sunday morning firefighters had 
managed to control the blaze, allow-
ing rescue and relief teams to start look-
ing for survivors. Footage from the fire 
showed huge clouds of smoke rising from 
the temple and relatives weeping as they 
tried to find their relatives in the chaos. 
Modi announced 200,000 rupees (£2,127) 
in compensation for the families of those 
killed and 50,000 rupees for those injured. 
The temple trust was not immediately 
available for comment.
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GUWAHATI: Assam 
recorded more than 82 per 
cent polling, the highest 
ever in its electoral his-
tory, in the second and last 
round of the Assembly elec-
tion, signalling possible 
surprise results in the high-
stakes Congress-BJP battle 
for Dispur. Sixty-one of the 
126 seats stretching from 
the Bodo heartland to lower 
and central Assam went to 
polls in the final leg.

For these 61 seats in As-
sam in the 2011 Assembly 
polls, the figures were 78.8 
per cent; and for the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections it was 
82.5 per cent. Assam's chief 
electoral officer, Vijayendra, 
said, "Initial reports sug-
gest 82.02 per cent polling. 
The percentage will go up 
to at least 85 per cent once 
we get the final reports." In 
the first phase, polling was 
82 per cent. Abdul Rashid, 
an 80-year-old voter, died 

when he was caught in a 
lathi-charge by CRPF per-
sonnel who were trying to 
control a crowd at Sorbhog 
in Barpeta district. Barring 
this, polling was peaceful 
in the rest of the constituen-
cies. Altogether 191 EVMs 
developed technical snags. 
Vijayendra said re-poll had 
been ordered at Kachugaon 
booth in Gossaigaon con-
stituency where EVMs had 
developed problems.

What came as a surprise 
was the unprecedented 
high polling in urban ar-
eas where BJP is believed 
to be stronger. Gauhati 
East, Gauhati West, Jaluk-
bari and Dispur, the state's 
most elitist seats, recorded 
80 per cent polling, 15 per 
cent more than in 2011. At 
least seven urban constitu-
encies, with a high Hindu 
and tribal population in the 
Muslim belt, also voted in 
huge numbers.

"It shows people have 
become conscious of their 
rights," BJP's CM candidate 
Sarbananda Sonowal said. 
"This is proof of people's 
growing faith in politi-
cians," three-term chief min-
ister Tarun Gogoi added. 
Lower and central Assam, 
where Muslims dominate 
41 Phase-II seats, continued 
their tradition of voting in 
huge numbers.

KOLKATA: The sec-
ond phase of Bengal polls, 
true to the opposition’s 
apprehensions, witnessed 
widespread violence, often 
in the presence of central 
forces, prompting an im-
mediate comparison with 
the 2014 Lok Sabha polls.

The number of com-
plaints the Election Com-
mission received also 
reflected the violence out-
side; never before had a 
single day of polling in 
only 31 assembly constitu-
encies thrown up 1,878 
complaints (an average 
of more than 60 for every 
seat).

However, closer look at 
the nature of the clashes 
plus two other significant 
factors - the impressive 
polling percentage in the 
first few hours of the day 
and the opposition’s ability 
to man almost every poll-
ing booth - explained why 

the Congress-Left Front al-
liance could still take away 
some positives from Mon-
day’s vote.

The first notable was the 
violence, which prompted 
the alliance’s CM candi-
date, Surjyakanta Mishra, 
to comment he had never 
seen “such terror and 
intimidation” since the 
1970s.

But what he did not 

mention was, that, bar-
ring some stretches - Kes-
hpur in West Midnapore, 
Sonamukhi and Onda in 
Bankura and Jamuria in 
Burdwan - it wasn’t all 
one-way. The resistance 
put up by opposition sup-
porters indicated they 
were better prepared than 
two years ago and the al-
liance between the two 
unlikely partners, the LF 

and the Congress, had 
worked where it mattered. 
The coming together of the 
tricolour and the red flags 
contributed to another ma-
jor difference from what 
was seen during the 2014 
LS polls: the polling booths 
had solid opposition rep-
resentation. The resistance 
- both within and outside 
the booths - contributed to 
perhaps the most impor-
tant of the factors that indi-
cated was no walkover for 
the Trinamool Congress: 
the polling rate in the first 
few hours, when voting is 
largely free and fair - even 
in Bengal - was quite high.

Mishra’s post-poll com-
ments reflected the con-
tradictory implications of 
Monday’s violence and 
resistance. “I have made 
specific complaints about 
23 booths,” the alliance 
candidate from Narayan-
garh said.

Widespread violence mars phase-II of 
Bengal polls; 1,878 complaints filed

Assam records 
highest-ever polling 

in its history

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar is new JD(U) Chief
NEW DELHI: Bihar 

Chief Minister Nitish Ku-
mar was elected as JD(U) 
President, a move that 
would put him in complete 
command of the party as its 
seeks to expand beyond 
the state and prepares 
for the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls. His unanimous 
election to the top post 
at the party's National 
Executive meeting 
brought an end to the 
decade-old tenure of 
Sharad Yadav, who had 
ruled himself out for a 
fourth term.

It is for the first time 
that Kumar, JD(U)'s 
face in Bihar, has been 
elected president of 
the state-centric party. 
Its two previous pres-
idents--George Fer-
nandes and Sharad Ya-
dav--were from outside 
Bihar, the state they vir-
tually made their politi-
cal home.

Kumar's name was 
proposed by Yadav and 
seconded by the party's 
secretary general K C 
Tyagi, general secretary 
Javed Raza, among oth-
ers, party leaders said 

following the meeting. The 
Bihar Chief Minister, who 
made a spectacular return 
to power last year after his 
party was bruised and bat-
tered in the 2014 Lok Sabha 

polls, told the executive 
about efforts being made to 
bring parties with similar 
ideologies together as he 
accepted the new responsi-
bility, Tyagi said.

A special train carrying 
around five lakh litres of 
water for parched Latur 
in Maharashtra’s Marath-
wada region, that is bat-
tling the worst drought 
ever, reached on Tuesday 
morning.

The water train with 
10 wagons left from Miraj 
in western Maharashtra 

at around 11am on Mon-
day and reached Latur at 
5am on Tuesday, taking 
18 hours to traverse a dis-
tance of around 350 kilo-
metres.

“The first batch of 10 
wagons, each with a ca-
pacity of around 50,000 
litres, was filled with wa-
ter at Miraj railway sta-

tion in Sangli district,” 
said chief spokesperson of 
Central Railway, Naren-
dra Patil.

The district administra-
tion acquired a huge well 
located near Latur railway 
station to store the water 
which will then be sup-
plied to Latur town.

Drought-hit Latur gets 5 lakh litres water
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Ever tempted to see how the tracks 
and approaching stations appear to Met-
ro drivers?

Commuters will soon be able to expe-
rience it with the Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration (DMRC) launching new swanky 
‘driverless trains’ that will accommodate 
passengers end to end.

Trial runs will start in July but for one-
and-half years, the trains will operate 
with drivers.

The new trains will operate on the 
upcoming line 7 (Pink line: Majlis Park 
– Shiv Vihar) and 8 (Magenta: Janakpuri 
West – Botanical Garden) of Phase 3. The 
trial run is likely to start in July.

DMRC acquired the trains in 2015 
from a Korea-based firm. The six-coach 
trains that were ferried to India via sea 
arrived at Gujarat’s Mundra port and 
were brought by road to Delhi on trailers. 
DMRC has assembled 14 and will add 3-4 
trains every month to take the total count 
to 86.

“Construction of phase 3 is progress-
ing satisfactorily and we should be able 
to complete the civil construction and 
commence signaling trials on most of the 
stretches this year. This new phase will 
have new trains and signaling technology 
called communication-based train con-
trol,” said Mangu Singh, MD, DMRC.

With change in design, the capacity 
of six-coach trains has been increased to 
1,866 from 1,780 people per train.

“Construction of phase 3 has been 
more challenging. This time, bulk of the 
construction is taking place. In the last 
two phases, the corridors were primarily 
moving to the NCR areas. The quantum 
of underground construction (55 kms) is 
more than the last two phases. In terms 
of length, the volume of work in Phase 3 
is almost equal to the combined construc-
tion length of the first two phases,” Singh 
added.

Women drivers and 
cars carrying children in 
school uniform shall re-
main out of the ambit of 
the second phase of the 
odd-even scheme which 
is set to start in Delhi from 
April 15.

The decisions were tak-
en in a meeting chaired by 
chief minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal which was attended 
ministerial colleagues and 
members of the coordina-
tion committee formed for 
the scheme.

“It has been decided 
that women will continue 
to remain exempted from 

the scheme due to security 
considerations. Govern-
ment has also decided that 
cars carrying school stu-
dents will also be exempt-
ed,” transport minister 
Gopal Rai told reporters.

Asked about confusion 
that may arise over par-
ents going to pick up chil-
dren after school hours, 
Rai said, they were still 
working on the modalities 
and the final notification 
in this regard will be out 
in a day or two.

As announced earlier, 
CNG vehicles will also re-
main exempted from the 
vehichle-rationing restric-
tions arising out of the 
scheme’s implementation.

Cars with odd and even 
licenese plate numbers 
will ply on alternate days 
during its duration.

The Centre will provide 1.5 
crore gas connections to wom-
en members of Below Poverty 
Line (BPL) families during the 
current fiscal, Petroleum Minis-
ter Dharmendra Pradhan said.

“We will provide 1.5 crore 
gas connections to women 
members of BPL families in fis-
cal 2016-17 and our target is to 
provide gas connections to five 
crore women in the next three 
years,” Pradhan said.

“It is a new initiative of our 
government led by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi to provide 
cooking gas to women mem-
bers of BPL families with state 
support,” he said.

“After Prime Minister re-
quested people to give up gas 
subsidy, 96 lakh people have 
surrendered it and this amount 
is being used to give LPG con-
nections to women in BPL fam-
ilies,” he added.

“The government has set 
aside a sum of Rs 2,000 crore in 
Union Budget 2016 to meet the 
initial cost of providing these 
LPG connections,” Pradhan 
said.

According to him, the 
scheme will free women in 
rural areas from the curse of 
smoke while cooking and also 
will reduce the time spent on 
it.

The scheme - ‘Christened 
Ujjwala’ provides a financial 
support of Rs 1,600 for each 
LPG connection to BPL house-
holds. The identification of eli-
gible BPL families, as proposed 
in the Budget for 2016-17, will 
be made in consultation with 
the state.

Terming the Budget an-
nouncement as historic, Prad-
han said the scheme will not 
only have immense health 
benefits for women and their 
children by providing a clean 
cooking fuel but will also pro-
vide significant ecological divi-
dends.

Quoting World Heath Or-

ganisation estimates, Pradhan 
said, “About 5 lakh women die 
in the country due to unclean 
cooking fuels. Most of these 
premature deaths are due to 
non-communicable diseases 
such as heart disease, stroke, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease and lung cancer.”

“While providing the new 
connections to BPL households, 
priorities would be given to the 
uncovered states and pockets, 
particularly in the eastern re-
gion of the country.

“This will benefit about 1.50 
crore lakh households below 
the poverty line in 2016-17,” 
Pradhan added.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has 
fielded a number of young, fresh politi-
cians for its maiden outing in the civic 
poll in Delhi. The party has announced 
candidates for all 13 wards that will go to 
the polls this year.

The BJP, which rules the three munici-
pal corporations, and the Congress are 
yet to announce their list of candidates. 
The main municipal election is due in 
Delhi in 2017. There are 272 municipal 
wards in the three municipal corporation 
areas in Delhi.

The bypoll to the 13 wards is being 
held on the Delhi high court’s orders. The 
state election commission is yet to notify 
the poll, but an announcement is expect-
ed by next week. The poll may be held in 
the first week of May.

The election is being seen as the first 
test of the ruling AAP’s popularity. The 
party achieved an unprecedented success 
in the 2015 assembly poll, winning 67 of 
the total 70 seats.

AAP released its first list of eight can-
didates on March 9 and another of five 
candidates on March 16.

“Like always, we announced the list 
before the others. Our door-to-door cam-
paign has started. In poll, more so in mu-
nicipal elections, a personal touch is very 
important. We plan the second phase of 
the campaigning where leaders will ad-

dress rallies. But the focus is on door-to-
door campaign at present,” said a senior 
AAP leader.

Anvika Mittal, 33, is an AAP nominee 
from the Shalimar Bagh ward.

Mittal, a dermatologist, was disap-
pointed with poor sanitation in the city. A 
Delhi girl, she completed her MBBS from 
Manipal University, Karnataka.

 “I joined the party in 2013 because I 
believed the only way to change things 
was from the inside as all the power re-
sides with councillors, MLAs and MPs. I 
helped Ashutosh and Satyendar Jain with 
their campaigns,” she said.

Mittal was practising till early this year 
but managing the clinic and the campaign 
has become tough for her now.

“Our main push is the door-to-door 

campaign. I visit colonies, villages and 
apartment complexes in the morning and 
evening with my team. Soon, rallies will 
also start. My focus, as per the problems 
of the people in the ward, is on cleanli-
ness. The optimal utilisation of existing 
facilities can almost eradicate all prob-
lems,” she said.

Ramesh Matiala, 30, will contest from 
Matiala -- the biggest ward in Delhi, even 
bigger than the Delhi Cantonment assem-
bly constituency.

A graduate of Delhi University’s 
School of Open Learning, Matiala was a 
Bharatiya Janata Party supporter till three 
years ago.

“Then the Aam Aadmi Party came and 
I realised I wanted to be part of a party 
like this,” he said.

Lack of cleanliness is the most promi-
nent problems being faced by people in 
Matiala. “That is the main issue here. We 
get support from the people as soon as 
we mention Arvind Kejriwal’s name,” he 
said.

 “There are nearly 30,000 households 
in the ward. The average number of 
households in a ward is 15,000. Matiala is 
an important area for us and Dwarka is 
part of the ward,” the senior AAP leader 
said.

The party is fielding other youth wings 
candidates in the bypoll.

People seeking license for starting 
restaurants, bars and pubs, multiplexes, 
newspaper and publications and even 
the ones applying for arms will no longer 
have to wait in queues with Delhi Police 
making the licensing system online.

The facility was inaugurated today by 
Lieutenant Governor Najeeb Jung at the 
L-G house in New Delhi.

Delhi Police Commissioner Alok Ku-
mar Verma said that this move will help 
the police force come closer to the public.

“In this latest initiative, we have tried 
to ensure that law-abiding citizen do not 
have to go through any inconvenience,” 
he said.

The system is designed in consulta-
tion with all the involved stakeholders 
-- which includes representatives from 
a wide range of industries -- and IT ex-
perts.

“People will now be able to check the 
status of their application online sitting at 
their homes,” Verma said.

The licensing unit has a strength of 
around 100 officers and deals with licens-
ing of arms, hotels, restaurants, cinemas, 
multiplexes, pubs, discotheques, selling 
of firecrackers, publications including 
magazines and newspapers, etc.

Aam Aadmi Party banks on 
youth for first civic poll outing

Metro unveils faster, 
wifi-enabled trains 

that run without drivers

Odd-even second phase: Women, cars 
carrying schoolkids to be exempted

Want to start a 
bar or own a gun? 
You can apply for  
a licence online 

Centre to provide 1.5 crore gas  
connections to BPL families
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New Delhi: Four Delhi 
University colleges run by 
the Delhi Sikh Gurudwara 
Management Committee (DS-
GMC) are likely to have inde-
pendent admissions from the 
upcoming academic session 
and will cease to be a part of 
the centralised DU admission 
process.

The colleges - Mata Sundari 
College for Women, Sri Guru 
Nanak Dev (SGND) Khalsa 
College, Sri Guru Guru Tegh 
Bahadur Khalsa (SGTB) Col-
lege and Sri Guru Gobind 
Singh College of Commerce 
-- were granted minority sta-
tus by the Delhi High Court 
last year when the admission 
process was underway.

DSGMC has now ap-
proached Delhi University 
officials seeking persmission 
for an autonomous admission 
process like other minority col-
leges, including St Stephen's 
and Jesus and Mary College.

The four colleges were es-
tablished for the children of 
refugees who crossed over 
from Pakistan after the par-
tition and have a combined 
student strength of around 
16,000.

"By the time the High 
Court cleared the air last year, 
the admission process was 
already underway and two 
cutoff lists were out. So, it was 
not practically feasible to have 
a separate admission policy in 
place then," DSGMC President 

Manjit Singh GK said.
"We are hoping to get a 

clearance from DU this year. 
We have asked the university 
to allow us benefits given to 
minority institutions and let 
us follow their norms," he 
added.

Officials in the university 
said no final decision has been 
taken in this regard.

The National Commission 
for Minority Educational In-
stitutions (NCMEI) had grant-
ed minority tag to the four 
DU colleges in 2012, follow-
ing which the varsity had ap-
proached the Delhi High court 
challenging the decision. The 
HC had last year upheld the 
minority status.

As per the government's 
reservation policy, these insti-
tutions are expected to have 
a quota for the minority they 
were set up to cater to (Sikhs 
in this case) to the extent of 50 
per cent.

They need not implement 
the mandatory reservation, 
which other affiliates of DU 
are supposed to do - be it 27 
per cent OBC quota, 15 per 
cent SC quota or 7.5 per cent 
ST quota.

Being a Christian minority 
institution, St Stephen's and 
Jesus and Mary College are 
allowed to follow an indepen-
dent schedule and procedure 
for admission to undergradu-
ate courses. Unlike other col-
leges, Stephen's holds person-
al interviews for candidates 
whose scores meet the cut-off 
list.

DU has constituted a 24-
member committee, compris-
ing deans from faculties of 
science, commerce and arts, 
nine college principals and 
members of the executive 
and academic councils, to for-
mulate an admission policy 
which will be notified by the 
next month.

NEW DELHI: At a time when Kash-
miri students are pitted against the non-
Kashmiris in NIT Srinagar, the All India 
Council of Technical Education has de-
cided to rework the scholarship scheme 
for J&K students. 

Starting this academic session, the 
AICTE will allow up to 10 students — 
instead of just two — from the region to 
study at an institute outside the state. he 
move is aimed at ensuring that students 
do not feel "isolated" on a faroff campus. 
The AICTE is cautious that the upper ceil-
ing must be 10 so that there is no "bunch-
ing" of students, or "incidents" like the 
cricket-cheering controversy at a Meerut 
institute in 2014. "As of now, there are 
two seats per college or institute under 
the scholarship scheme. As agreed by the 
inter ministerial committee, from this year 
we will allow 10 J&K students on scholar-
ship in the same institute. Students will 
then not feel isolated and have a support 
system when ill or when travelling back 
home," AICTE chairman Prof Anil Sahas-
rabudhe said.

 "Also, we will not exceed the ceiling 
of 10 as we do not want any bunching of 
students since they could lead to certain 
incidents as seen in reports of an institute 
earlier," the chairman said. As per the 
'bunching' norms, only two students per 
institute are awarded this scholarship to 
"avoid bunching in any one particular in-
stitute and to have an even distribution of 
students among various institutes of the 
country".

 The ceiling was reviewed in a meeting 
of the inter-ministerial committee in No-
vember 2015. In the last academic year, 
about 1,600 of the 5,000 available scholar-
ships were taken.

The panel decided there should be 
a "supernumerary quota of two seats in 
all universities/colleges/institutes, for all 
courses, for students hailing from J&K" 
and "the limit of two supernumerary seat 
may be increased by the regulators to 10 
per institute". While AICTE has decided 
to increase seats, other regulators are yet 
to move on it.

NEW DELHI: The new academic 
session has already begun in schools 
but the supply of NCERT text books 
for Mathematics and History for sec-
ondary classes is short in the market 
in the national capital, leaving parents 
in limbo.

While book shop owners say they 
have either not received any supply 
from distributors or have got only lim-
ited stocks, parents are hopping from 
one place to another to find the books 
but with little success.

NCERT officials, however, main-
tained there is no shortage of printing 
or supply of books at their end.

"The session has already started and 
I could not find mathematics book for 
my daughter who is in Class VI. The 
school bookstore also did not have it 
neither the 4-5 stores that we went to 
in different areas of Delhi.

"Maths is one of the mainstream 
subjects, the students will suffer if the 
books aren't available on time as class-
es have already begun," said a parent 
residing in South-West Delhi.

Another parent said, "I had to get 
the book photocopied for my child 
from one of his friends who had man-
aged to buy it. It is not possible to 
manually check out each and every 
store in Delhi to find out if a particular 
book is available or not"

NAGPUR: The Cen-
tral Board of Secondary 
Education (CBSE) is or-
ganising a cryptic cross-
word competition and 
has requested schools 
to send in participation 
details. Called the CBSE 
Cryptic Crossword 
Contest, it will be open 
to students studying 
in STD IX-XII. The first 
phase, City Round, is to 
be conducted in select 
cities from April to Au-
gust. The second phase, 
National Round, is to be 
conducted in New Delhi 
from November to De-
cember.

In the City Round 
only few cities have been 
selected as centres. For 
Maharashtra, students 
have the choice of Pune 
(August 1), Navi Mum-
bai (August 3), Nashik 
(August 5) and Mum-
bai (August 8). Schools 
located in the vicinity 
of the designated cities 
may also participate 
and each team consists 
of two students who 
would solve a written 
cryptic crossword puz-
zle in 60 minutes. Win-
ners and first runner 
up teams would receive 
certificates and prizes.

In the National 
Round, it will be a two 
day event. It will start 
with a quarter final 
where a written cryptic 

crossword puzzle is to 
be solved in one hour by 
all qualifying teams. Top 
16 teams will qualify 
for the semi-finals. The 

semi-finalists will be di-
vided into four groups 
of four teams each. They 
will participate in a on-
stage cryptic crossword 
constest of one hour du-
ration based on a power 
point format.

Then comes the final 
in which top teams from 
each semi-final and the 
two best runners up 
compete onstage. Win-
ners and runner-ups are 
eligible for cash prizes 
and certificates. CBSE 
has asked schools to 
register by getting de-
tails on www.cryptics-
ingh.com

The annual fee for undergraduate 
courses in Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy colleges (IITs) will be hiked from Rs 
90,000 to Rs 2 lakh from upcoming aca-
demic session, officials of ministry of hu-
man resource development (HRD) said.

The decision comes just a day after 
HRD minister Smriti Irani said that stu-
dents belonging to the Scheduled Castes, 
Scheduled Tribes, and differently-abled 
categories will get a full tuition-fee waiver 
at all IITs. The general category students 
will get 0 per cent interest free loan if they 
require.

Earlier, a proposal for a three-fold 
hike in annual fee of Indian Institute of 
Technology colleges -- from Rs 90,000 to 
Rs 3 lakh -- was approved by a panel last 
month, although the final decision need-
ed the nod of HRD minister Smriti Irani. 
According to sources, the minister in her 
capacity as the chairperson decided to in-
crease it to Rs. 2 lakh.

IITs have been trying to increase the 
fee for quite some time. The last meeting 
of the IIT Council held in October 2015 
had taken up the issue but could not ar-
rive at a consensus.

Another recommendation by the 
Standing Committee of IIT Council 
(SCIC) is the proposal of a new entrance 
examination conducted by the National 
Authority of Test (NAT) should be held 
from 2017. Final decision in this regard 
too rests with Irani, it is learnt.

Students of NITs will also pay an in-
creased fee of Rs. 1.25 lakh per annum 
from this academic year, which was ap-
proved last year.

DSGMC-run DU colleges to 
have independent admissions?

AICTE to reserve 
10 seats for J&K in 

all institutes

CBSE to hold cryptic crossword contest

IIT fee doubled; 100% waiver for 
differently-abled, SC/ST students

Short supply of 
NCERT books leaves 

parents in limbo
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Sushil Gupta for the second time 
anonymously named president of 
the Maharaja Agrasen Hospital. The 
oath ceremony was organised by the 
trust members, with high class facil-
ity the hospital’s work has always 
been up to the level.

Maharaja Agrasen Hospital is 
providing round the clock services 
in the department of Imaging, Labo-
ratory, Accidental & Emergency and 
Critical care ambulance.

Hospital has a state-of-the-art La-
bour Room cum Neonatal Nursery 
complex fully equipped with the 
latest Monitors, Ventilators, Cardiac 
Tocometers and a number of other 
equipments to monitor high-risk 
pregnancies and deliveries.  Hospital 
has a Dialysis unit with 30 Dialysis 
machine working in 4 shifts.  More 
than 2000 dialysis are being carried 
out every month.  The Dialysis unit 
also offers facility for Haemodialysis 
CAPD and CRRT.

Mrs India home makers endes on a high note as Me-
ghalaya contestants shine at Mrs India home makers 
edition twenty sixteen.

A panel of 9 jury members including Mrs Bhavna Ba-
jaj,  pankaj Jeswani,

Anamika Thakur, Manu Chawla, Rajesh Chauhan, 
Subhash Vyas. Yura Mary, shyam prasad and chand 

Bakshi chosen Mrs Diana Marak as the winner of Mrs 
India.  Second place was bagged by Reema Bansal third 
by Mary Cornelia Koknal of Meghalaya again fourth 
place by Chandamita Saikia of Assam and fifth place 
was chosen by Facebook users by giving 1700 likes to 
Mrs Banti Nath of Assam.  Again 5 th place in the con-
test was given to mra Riea Mehra of Delhi.

Mrs India home makers 
ended on high note

Sushil Gupta elected president  
of Maharaja Agrasen Hospital
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 It costs about Rs 500 crore to start a government or pri-
vate medical college. With such a high cost there is no hope 
of bringing down the cost of medical education. Indirectly, 
we are admitting that medical education is not for the poor. 
Furthermore, our medical education system is based on the 
70-year-old model we inherited from the British. Medical 
practice requires both knowledge and the competence to 
apply the knowledge. An MBBS graduate of today has full 
knowledge of medical sciences, but is weak in competence 
to handle even common conditions such as coronary artery 
disease. Knowledge is imparted through endless lectures, 
but unlike in the past, facts and details of medical proce-
dures can also be accessed online. By contrast, competence 
is best imparted through apprenticeship: A senior doctor 
mentoring students by teaching the art of healing. Medi-
cal students in India and in most parts of the world hardly 
touch the patients. If technology could be used to deliver es-
sential knowledge in a standardised form to colleges across 
the globe, we have an opportunity to build thousands of 
medical colleges across Asia, Africa and Latin America and 
skill highly-skilled doctors. India alone requires close to 
two million doctors. The idea is to create a global medical 
university on the lines of United Nations. The university 
would be truly virtual. It will identify outstanding medical 
teachers to deliver lectures on topics of their interest, which 
will then be recorded and made available on a website. So, 
the university will not require classrooms. The university 
will recognise busy hospitals across the world having over 
300 beds, broad specialties like medicine, surgery, gyne-
cology, pediatrics as mini medical colleges. Any medical 
specialist with over five years of experience, after careful 
vetting, can be recognised as a medical teacher. Each 300-
bed hospital will be allowed to take only 30 students per 
year based on their performance in an online exam. The 
first year will be structured roughly as follows: In the first 
month, the students will attend virtual dissection classes 
online. After this they will work in the hospital for five 
hours every day as nurse assistants and spend two hours a 
day in group discussions on anatomy, physiology and bio-
chemistry. These discussions will supplement the online 
lectures and demonstrate their importance in clinical care. 
The students will also work in hospital labs as assistants to 
understand biochemical, hematological and microbiologi-
cal tests. At the end of the first year, the students will have 
adequate knowledge about the basic sciences in the clini-
cal context. In the second year, they can work as student 
doctors under medical specialists by taking care of the pa-
tients under the resident doctors. They will be substitutes 
for some of the activities performed by the nurses and also 
take part in on-call duty at night working as assistants to 
on-call doctors. During the clinical years they will assist 
surgeons and take care of the patients in the intensive care 
unit under the resident doctors. Essentially, these student 
doctors will take care of the patients for at least six to seven 
hours a day, spend two hours in a group discussion about 
the patients admitted in the ward rather than on an imagi-
nary patient based on textbook descriptions. What will 
the hospitals gain from the training programme? At any 
given time, hospitals will have 30-150 students working 
with great passion and taking care of their patients, which 
will improve the outcome of clinical care. Also, a modest 
tuition fee paid by the students is an additional attraction 
to maintain the highest standards and attract bright stu-
dents. The students will be evaluated through online tests 
every quarter. A student’s promotion to a higher class will 
depend entirely on the aggregation of their performance in 
the quarterly exam rather than on a final exam at the end 
of the year. By exposing the medical students to clinical set-
tings and a gruelling schedule from day one will encourage 
the less motivated ones to drop out. Another advantage of 
having a global university is that the doctors would be able 
to practise in any of the member countries. India requires 
500 new medical colleges. With the current cost structure, 
not many governments or private enterprises will be keen 
to set up medical colleges. With this backdrop, we are in a 
unique position to have as many as 10,000 medical colleges 
across Asia, Africa and Latin America by adopting 
medical education as apprenticeship and on-
line education to supplement classrooms. 
We can convert, for instance, 150 naxal-
affected district hospitals into medical 
colleges with a little over Rs 100 crore 
investment and change the medical 
economy of the districts. 

A global varsity can be 
a shot in the arm for  

medical teaching

Editor 
Rajesh Chauhan 
rajeshchauhan@divyadelhi.com

Consultant Editor
Hardeep Singh Bedi
journalist001@gmail.com

Advertisment
Miss Radhika
khajuraopr.ads@gmail.com

Layout & Design
Dheeraj Mishra
dheerajmishra011@gmail.com

Printed, Published and 
Owned by Rajesh Chauhan, 
Published at BG-6/305B, Pa-
shchim Vihar, Delhi-110063. 
Printed at BB Graphic Printer, 
Z-57, Okhla Industrial Area, 
Phase II, New Delhi-110020.
RNI NO.-DELENG/2013/54397

As part of efforts to 
intensify cleanliness, 
hygiene and infection 
control in public health 
facilities, the union 
health ministry has di-
rected 19 of its major 
hospitals to use differ-
ent coloured bed sheets 
on different days of the 
week. The step would 
help ensure that bed 
sheets are changed ev-
ery day.

According to the or-
der, white bed sheets 
would be used on Mon-
days, pink on Tuesdays, 
green on Wednesdays, 
yellow on Thursdays, 
violet, lavender or pur-
ple on Fridays, blue on 
Saturdays and peach or 
light grey on Sundays.

"The ministry has de-
cided to implement use 
of different colour bed 
sheets on all the seven 
days of the week in hos-
pitals/institutes to en-
sure daily change of bed 
sheets," reads the March 
29 order issued by the 
ministry to hospitals.

The 19 hospitals in-
clude all seven All India 
Institutes of Medical Sci-
ences (AIIMS), Safdar-
jung hospital, Post Grad-
uate Institute of Medical 
Education and Research 
(PGIMER) Chandigarh 
and Jawaharlal Insti-
tute of Postgraduate 
Medical Education and 
Research(JIPMER), Pu-
ducherry.

According to govern-
ment statistics, over 80 
per cent of the Indian 

population depends on 
medical care at public 
hospitals.

"We will see how it 
works, and then try to 
implement it in all pub-
lic hospitals across the 
country," Arun Panda, 
additional health secre-
tary said.

Asked how the gov-
ernment will ensure that 
the initiative is properly 
implemented at hospi-
tals, Panda said: "Our 
men will make surprise 
checks at the hospitals 
to find out if our direc-
tions are being properly 
implemented. The Med-
ical Superintendents 
have also been given the 
task to do so."

The initiative is part 
of the government's 
Kayakalp programme, 
launched to promote 
cleanliness, hygiene and 
infection control prac-

tices in public health 
facilities.

 According to sourc-
es, health minis-
try officials have 
received several 
complaints over 
the last few months 
of increase in in-
fections at public 
health facilities, 
with one of the 
reasons being use 
of the same bed 
sheets for several 
days even if the 
bed is allotted to a 
new patient.

"It is a good 
move to avoid the 
reuse of used linen. 
We will work out 
the practicability, 
and with time im-
plement it," M.C. 
Misra, director AI-
IMS Delhi said.

Adding that 
while coloured 

bed sheets were already 
being used in some of 
the departments of AI-
IMS, such as green or 
blue in the operation 
theatres and pink in the 
labour room, Misra said: 
"Through this initiative 
one can have different 
coloured bed sheets in 
different wards on dif-
ferent days."

A.K. Gadhpahilay, 
Medical Superintendent 
of Delhi-based Ram 
Manohar Lohia (hospi-
tal), said they have al-
ready implemented the 
order. "We have imple-
mented the order. We 
have purchased the bed 
sheets according to the 
ministry order," Gad-
hpahilay said. 

Peoples Democratic Party lead-
er Mehbooba Mufti took oath as 
Jammu and Kashmir’s first wom-
an chief minister, but this has little 
more than symbolic value. Neither 
under Ms Mufti’s direct leadership 
of her party’s organisation when 
her late father and chief minis-
ter, the stalwart Mufti Muham-
mad Sayeed, was alive, nor in the 
course of her failed struggle with 
the BJP, her party’s partner in the 
ruling alliance, in the three months 
since her father’s demise, did mat-
ters concerning women of the state 
receive any particular attention. 

But this should not detract from 
the fact that the return of Kashmir 
to representative government after 
about three months of Governor’s 
Rule is a welcome development. It 
is better for a state to be governed 
by those elected by its people than 
by an unelected constitutional 
symbol with the aid of bureau-
crats.

The coming days could be ex-
tremely challenging in Kashmir, 
with a new breed of militants 
seeking to push boundaries, and 
the activities of ISIS, about which 
there is frequent talk, and the tra-
ditional Pakistan-nurtured jihad-

ist outfits, needing to be specially 
watched. A popular government 
undertaking the task is a far better 
option than faceless civil or mili-
tary bureaucrats whose actions of-
fer little room for public interface, 
except those of a violent kind in a 
place like Kashmir.

It is widely believed that PDP’s 
association with the BJP has not 
been popular as the state has so 
far gained no special benefits from 
that alliance. It was in light of this 
that Ms Mufti conducted sustained 
negotiations with the BJP, at times 
at the risk of appearing to engage 
in brinkmanship, in the hope of 

extracting some visible benefits for 
Kashmir before she would accept 
the mantle of chief minister.

But Ms Mufti was rebuffed by 
her ally. Even so, she was obliged 
to take governmental office as her 
MLAs were thought to be keen 
not to be deprived of the perks of 
power. In such a piquant situation, 
Ms Mufti perhaps thought the bet-
ter of remaining defiant.

It is uncertain how this might go 
down with public opinion in the 
Valley. In order to retain a modi-
cum of political leverage, it may be 
in the interest of the PDP as well as 
the BJP to offer some real as well 
as psychological benefits to the 
state through focused measures. It 
is just as well in the circumstances 
that the key portfolios of finance, 
home and revenue will be retained 
by PDP, although the BJP was hop-
ing to wrest at least one from its 
partner.

The Congress party stayed 
away from Ms Mufti’s swearing-
in ceremony in Jammu. This was 
a needlessly partisan gesture in 
a sensitive state, although Con-
gress’ ideological and political 
dissonance with the BJP are well 
known.

PDP & BJP must get down to governance

Now different coloured bed sheets 
mandatory in public hospitals
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In yet another first 
move in the country, the 
Rajasthan government 
has managed to pass the 
Rajasthan Urban Land 
(Certification of Titles) 
Bills 2016 in the state As-
sembly.

It means the state resi-
dents living in urban ar-
eas, which are governed 
by the municipalities or 
state development au-
thorities, can seek a cer-
tificate of ownership of 
their lands by paying a 
nominal fee to the state 
government.

The state government 
will set up an authority, 
akin to transport authori-
ties which issue driving 

license and fitness cer-
tificate. The authority will 
be headed by an Indian 
Administrative Service 
Officer. It will seek all the 
documents from the land-
owners, and will verify it 
against records held by 
the state.

The authority will first 
issue a provisional certifi-
cate, for which the state 
will not stand guarantee. 
If there are no objections 

or dispute arises, the au-
thority will issue a cer-
tificate and a map to the 
owner other land or prop-
erty with state guarantee.

Currently, it is kept vol-
untary for the owners to 
apply for this certificate. 
The state government 
has kept the application 
fee of 0.5 per cent of the 
land rate determined by a 
district level committee to 
encourage more people to 
join this new scheme.

Through the Bill the 
state government has 
given itself the power to 
enter into any property or 
premise for the purpose 
of survey by giving its 
owner a prior notice.

Experts believe that 
this Bill will give a clear 
title to the owner and will 
reduce litigations in the 
courts.  This is seen as one 
of the key steps towards 
land reforms and Rajast-
han has become the first 
state to introduce in the 
country.

Since the Vasundhara 
Raje-led Bharatiya Janata 
Party took charge two 
years ago, the state has 
undertaken a series of 
labour and industry re-
forms. It has also opened 
many sector for public-
private partnership, earn-
ing mixed response from 
residents, activists and 
industrialists.

While the immigration 
debate is heating up in the 
US, particularly those un-
der H1-B visa category, the 
United States Citizenship 
and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) stated that they 
have reached the man-
dated H1-B cap for the fis-
cal year 2017. The cap has 
been achieved within six 
days of beginning of the 
applications process.

 The USCIS, in a press 
statement, said that it has 
also received more than 
the limit of 20,000 H-1B 
petitions filed under the 
US advanced degree ex-
emption.

Since the number of ap-
plications have exceeded 
the total number of vi-
sas available, USCIS will 
award visas through lot-
tery. “Before running the 
lottery, USCIS will com-

plete initial intake for all 
filings received during 
the filing period, which 
ended April 7. Due to the 
high number of petitions, 
USCIS is not yet able to 
announce the date it will 
conduct the random selec-
tion process,” said a Press 
statement from USCIS.

This is the fourth year 
when H1-B visa cap has 
been reached within the 

first five business days, 
indicating growing de-
mand for the visa, popular 
among Indian information 
technology (IT) outsourc-
ing services providers for 
deputing workers to cli-
ents’ locations.

H-1B is a non-immi-
grant category, which al-
lows employers to tem-
porarily recruit foreign 
workers for jobs requiring 
special skills such as archi-
tecture, engineering, math-
ematics, physical sciences, 
social sciences and bio-
technology. The US issues 
85,000 every year, though 
there is a provision of an 
additional 20,000 for peo-
ple with advanced degrees 
from US universities.

According to media 
reports, USCIS received 
250,000 applications for 
this year.

MUMBAI: Interest rates on 
small savings schemes are set to 
fall further in the next few quar-
ters with yields on government 
bonds coming down. Last month, 
while revising the rates, the gov-
ernment had said the returns will 
now be benchmarked to govern-
ment bonds and reviewed once 
every three months. RBI governor 
Raghuram Rajan's monetary poli-
cy on Tuesday has brought down 
yields on government securities 
marginally. The returns on govern-
ment bonds are set to drop further 
as the RBI moves to improving li-
quidity in the money market.

According to India Ratings, 
interest rates on small saving 
schemes in the second quarter 
(July-September) of 2016-17 fiscal 
are likely to be 20-25 basis points 
lower than in the first quarter 
(100 basis points = one percentage 
point). This is because of the mea-
sures announced by Rajan in his 
policy this week to improve liquid-
ity. The new rates came into effect 
from April 1 and resulted in a rush 
for investments in the last week of 

March. Small 
savings di-
rectly compete 
with and offer 
higher rates 
than fixed de-
posit schemes 
of banks. Ra-
jan said that 
the rush for 
small sav-
ings and tax-
free bonds resulted in a slower 
growth in deposits. He said the 
new rates continued to be attrac-
tive and may need to come down 
further. n March, the government 
cut the one-year term deposit rate 
to 7.1 per cent from 8.4 per cent in 
FY16. The two-year term deposit 
rate was lowered to 7.2 per cent 
from 8.4 per cent. The government 
also lowered the return on pub-
lic provident fund to 8.1 per cent 
from 8.7 per cent. Interest rates on 
other small saving schemes (SSS) 
were also reduced. Senior citizens 
and those dependent on interest 
income have protested against the 
lower returns in small savings. But 

India Ratings has pointed out that 
the viability of the such schemes 
is equally important, otherwise 
they will collapse under its own 
weight. "This new move besides 
aligning the return on SSS to mar-
ket rate, will reduce the income ex-
pense gap of National Small Sav-
ings Fund (NSSF), which has been 
rising over the years. The income 
expense gap of NSSF increased to 
Rs 13,010 crore in FY16 from Rs 
1,681 crore in FY00. The cumula-
tive income expense gap stood at 
Rs 1,03,716 crore in FY16.

A glance at the small savings 
data suggests that it indeed forms 
a significant part of the financial 
savings of Indian households with 
a share of 35.5 per cent during 
FY00-FY14. Ind-Ra believes the re-
introduction of Kisan Vikas Patra 
and introduction of Sukanya Sam-
riddhi Scheme are likely to have 
pushed it even higher in FY16. 
This does give some credence to 
banks' view that the high interest 
rates offered on small savings in-
struments are a hindrance to de-
posit growth.

India has proposed to invest 
$20 billion in Iran to set up pet-
rochemical and fertiliser plants 
among others as the Islamic 
nation comes out of Western 
sanctions. This was proposed 
by petroleum minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan who is on a 
visit to Iran from April 9-10. It 
was the first visit of an Indian 
minister to Iran after sanctions 
were lifted this January.

During his meeting with Ira-
nian officials, he conveyed that 
Indian companies could invest 
upto $20 billion and were inter-
ested in setting up petrochemi-
cal and fertiliser plants, includ-
ing in the Chabahar SEZ, either 
through joint venture between 
Indian and Iranian public sec-
tor companies or with private 
sector partners, said a state-
ment issued by the petroleum 
ministry.

“In this regard, he request-
ed Iran to allocate appropriate 

and adequate land in the SEZ. 
He also requested the Iranian 
side for favourable treatment 
in the pricing of gas for India 
and also supply of rich gas at 
competitive price and on a 
long-term basis for the life of 
the joint venture projects that 
Indian companies are inter-
ested in setting up,” said the 
ministry. Mr Pradhan said that 
competitive gas pricing was 
crucial in making the projects 
attractive for the prospective 
investors. He also expressed 
India’s interest in setting up a 
LNG plant and a gas cracker in 
the Chabahar port.

Mr Pradhan conveyed to 
the Iranian side that both coun-
tries must expand the basket of 
oil and gas trade. He expressed 
India’s interest in importing 
LPG from Iran and said that 
companies from both sides 
could discuss on setting up an 
extraction plant in Chabahar.

The demand for education 
loans grew about 5 per cent 
in terms of beneficiaries in 
the first six months of 2015-16 
over the corresponding period 
of the previous financial year, 
despite government prod-
ding.

Sources said that public sec-
tor banks, which are choking 
with the rise in non perform-
ing assets—loans that do not 
fetch any returns—are wary of 
giving large ticket loans espe-
cially to students studying at 
non premier institutes.

“We want all deserving stu-
dents to get education loans 
but we generally seek substan-
tial data and documents in 
cases where the loan amount 
is high or those going abroad,” 
a senior official at a mid sized 

public sector 
bank told Hin-
dustan Times.

The HRD 
ministry has 
hiked the an-
nual fees for 
undergradu-
ate courses in 
the premier Indian Institutes 
of Technology. The annual fees 
will be raised from Rs 90,000 to 
Rs 2 lakh from the upcoming 
academic session. However, 
differently-abled students or 
those belonging to the sched-
uled tribes and scheduled 
castes will not be impacted 
by this increase. “We are ab-
solutely open to give loans to 
IIT students in case they seek 
after the hike in fees,” the of-
ficial said.

With rise in NPAs banks 
selective about edu loans  

Rajasthan becomes the first state 
in India to clear land title Bill

H1-B visa cap reached within 6 days

Small savings rates may fall furtherIndia to invest $20 billion 
to set up refinery in Iran
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Raahgirs enjoyed 
an action-packed 
morning at Raahgiri 
Day in Rohini. The 
event was a combina-
tion of activities such 
as exercise, aerobics, 
street games and 
much more.

Yoga and Sports 
Association by the 
service organisation 
and the State Rahgiri

Satya Yoga Educa-
tion, Welfare Asso-
ciation and the State 
Sports Association 
on Sunday organised 
a free yoga camp in 
Delhi Rahgiri Rohini.

The free camp was 
attended by many 
peoples and showed 
the tremendous love 
for it and came to 
know about the di-
agnosis of disease 
through Yoga. 

Yoga Association 
president Ajay Shas-
tri gave the fruitful 
information on sugar, 
high blood pressure, 
back pain, and pul-
monary diseases. 

MS Bitta chairman of All India Anti Terrotist Front (AIATF), or-
ganised Baishakhi utsav programme which was enjoyed by all the peo-
ples present there ended on a high note. The Punjabi pop singers Tikku 
Hans, Harjeet Singh(singer), Montu Mast(singer), Jas Love(singer), 
Pankaj Jeswani and Raksha Gupta (Nach Baliye fame actress, dancer) 
with their wholehearted performance rocked the event.

Sponsored by BR International public school, Nihal Vihar, Media 
partner Divya Delhi, UVA films.   

Baishakhi utsav programme 
ended on a high note

rahgiriday in rohini


